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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


95 WIEN an individual, be he whom he 
may, addreſſes himſelf to another, it is the 
matter and not the perſon, that demands at- 
tention ; and that individual has a right to 
make the matter whatſoever his reaſon ſhall 
dictate, and to impoſe it, provided he does 
not direct it improperly. © 
It is an inherant principle in human na- 
ture, for every one to have individual feel: 
ings for himſelf, which are of as much conſe. 
| quence to him as the collected feelings of man- 
| kind are to the world at lere le feels not 


+ 


„ 5 the 


0 „„ 
the leſs for hamſelf, though the world ſhould 
feel to the contrary—nor would he perhaps be 
angular in the preſent inſtance. 
Thus, then, as an individual, I preſume 
to addreſs you ; and I takea public method 
of doing it, becauſe you are a public cha- 
racter - becauſe the ſubject is of public no- 
toriety and that the world may Judge, of 
my ſentiments. | Jo 
I ſpeak for myſelf alone, not meaning to 
| CER myſelf 
with thoſe who do not concern themſelves 
with me; but for myſelf I will ſpeak, and 
I will ſpeak aloud, though a hoſt ſhould be 


influence any other, nor to conce 


my adverſaries. If, however, there ſhould . 


be others who think as I think, and feel as 
I feel, let them ſpeak out for themſelves, 
by which means the CENSUS: of ſentiment 
will be aſcertained; and ſociety will na- 


' turally | be led into an aſſociation of action, 
for it is the nature of man to act alike 
when 


TY 


when his reaſon ſhall be enlightened, and 
his rights be underſtood. | 

For theſe fifteen or twenty years I have 
been a cloſe obſerver of the nature and-pro- 
greſs of political ſcience, and, like yourſelf, 
though in a narrower ſphere, have been an 
actor in the public cauſe—I mean that cauſe 
in which humanity is concerned—for ſuch 
is the cauſe of Liberty. You are not to be 

told, Sir, that the ſubje& which has agitated 
the world for ſo many years i5—FREEDOM 
or SLAVERY—in which the people and the 
pirvilegga orders are the combatants. 

If the world has not miſtaken your prin- 
ciples, they are founded in a juſt regard to 
_ equal nature and equal rights—for theſe 
| ſentiments appear predominant in all your 
| proceedings during the period which [ have 
noticed. In every diſcuſſion or contro- 
verſy, whether general or local, you have 
ſtood forward as the oracle, the advocate, 
and the champion of mankind,  Scarcely 

| Ss a COUn« 
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a country or meaſure that has been a ſub- 


jetct of debate in the legiſlature of which 
you are a member, has been exempt from 


your attention and abilities, and you have 
boldly ſtood forward in the defence of each 


upon the grounds of exclufive right, and : 


internal juriſdiction. And, excepting two 
inſtances, which I muſt confeſs, not only 


myſelf, but many of your admirers ac- 


knowledge, has worked a diffidence and 
doubt in their minds of the ſolidity of your 
principles, and ſoundneſs of your heart; 
but time, the univerſal parent of light, will 
hereafter reſolve thoſe doubts, and clear ; 
your character from thoſe blemiſhes which 
they have caſt upon them: I mean, Sit, 
your coalition with Lord North, whom a 
little before you almoſt execrated, and ap- 
parently would have impeached: the other, 
at the commencement of the preſent moſt 
ruinous and abominable war, with which 
we had no more to do than Tippoo Saib, 
3 . „ I Ls and h 
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1 
and might as eaſily have kept ourſelves out. 
In this inſtance you vociforated, for hours, 
againſt the war, and urged every reaſon 


- - that could be adduced againſt it, which 


at the time you were doing, you well knew 
would avail nought ; and the next day came 
and voted the money of the poor, and out 
of the poekets of induſtry to ſupport 
it: and your reaſon for ſo doing was as 
weak as your conduct was diſgraceful, i. e. 
that though you did not approve of the war, 
it muſt be well ſupported. Had you W 
away, ſupplies would have been voted 
equally the ſame, and your honour, and 
ſuperlative wiſdom and integrity would 
have remained unqueſtioned. ene 
Thus I have traced your general con- 
duct with regard to your country, and you 
are found to be the moſt uniform ſupporter 
of the rights of the people. I have no 
doubt you are ſincere in the part you act, 
but the queſtion with me is Whether you 


do not miſtake the means that are proper 
at this criſis? Do you not toi and drag on 
unneceſſarily and futilely? The conduct 
that you have hitherto purſued is that of 
' OPPOSITION {—Pray who are theſe whom 


you are.oppoſing—this phalanx—this bug- | 


aboo—this mighty party? Are they men, 
or are they monlters ? If they be the lat. 
ter, why not exterminate them, for one 
| wolf will devour a whole flock the de. 
ſtroyer has ravaged long enough. If they 
are men, why fear them 8 or are they a ſelect 
ſpecies of men, © choſen of the Lord,” of | 
a ſublime nature, and diſtin& intereſt, to 
Vhom the grovelling multitude are to bow 
down the knee and be ſubſervient to be 
ſubjects !—to be vaſſals !—to be ſlaves / 


Have they better heads, better hearts, and 
purer actions, than are to be fouaq in the 


common community? F 6 not, why delay 
an eclairciſſement for a moment ? Is not 
life is not liberty is not every right that 
„ a man 


| . 
a man poſſeſſes as ſweet and as valuable at 
one period as at another? The queſtion 
does not require an anſwer. But be they 
whom. they -may, they are paramount to 5 
every thing! It is a maxim here, tat 
the miniſter muſt have a majority” | thereſore 
it is needleſs to oppoſe; and the ſubject is 
ſo mechanically underſtood, that the ma- 
Jority can be counted on even to a man! 
The few that remain compoſe the great 
bulwark of the people! Mark the diſpro - 
portion. Examine the Court Calendar, and ; 
compare it with the Cenſus of the kingdom, 
and ſee the pigmy number that conſtitute 
the focus of the community! Behold the 
great premier of the land, ſurrounded by 
the hillars of the ſtate, who mark his awful 
nod, and bow obedience ; or with minds 
deciſive to his will, know neither ſenti 
ment nor thought but in his cauſe in him 13 
they live, move, and have their being! 
Next betioh the * forlorn hope” of the 
people 
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people © concentrated in the © incomparative 
number of to 1 At the 


bead of theſe foe che if Pa "i 
With the voice of lightning - the freedom 


ol a Waſnington the language of a Cicero | | 
—and the .reafoning and juſtice of an Arif. 
tides—flanding forward una voce, to oppoſe 


the mighty hoſt—and being as uniformly diſ- | 
appointed in his efforts 1-) See him agi- 


tated —fuming=- vociferous eloquent — 


ray, frantic—with philanthropy,” with rea- 
fort, with truth, and with juſtice—and per- 


haps no more regarded than an oranout- 


ang! Upon my ſoul, Sir, I beg your par- 
don for depicting you in ſuch a ludicrous 


view; but che farce which you help to keep 


up is ſo truly ridiculous—not to ſay abo- 
minable—that when I ſee you attempt to 


ſpeak, I cannot avoid being excited by ri- ; 
5 fibility, diſguſt, pity, and reſentment! Do 


you not know, that before you uttera word 
you ſhall come off minus? What is it then 
= that 


Toy): 


| Viat you are a by? What are your 
motives, in ſtanding i in a ſituation in which 
you are not only uſeleſs, but contemptible?. 
Is it from paſtime or fear? (for I will not 
ſuppoſe you to be venal!) If it is amuſe- 
ment, it puts me in mind of the fable of the 
boys ſtoning the frogs—* that it was paſtime 
to the former, but death to the latter. If it 
is for the tame purpoſe of warding off the 
blow as long as you can—lI ſpeak for my- 
ſelf that I do not like ſuſpenſe—if the blow 
muſt come; I would ſooner meet it at once 
—I am impatient for my rights—tired of 
reſtraints—offended with proſcription 
burthened with oppreſſion and inſulted 
Vith arrogance! What availeth it me to 
live in a ſociety where I am degraded— 
where my virtue, capacity, and my privi- 
leges are outcaſts, becauſe I have not a flar 
nor a garter, nor am I of the Proteſtant pro- 
feſſion; nor have I the qualification of fix 
hundred a year! Shameful! ſhameful ! 
1 85 1 0 . thus 


@ 2 9 
thus to — human qualities, etl; 


fications, and privileges, by nominal and 


adventitious matter! Ariſtoeracy is para- 
mount, and the people outcafts. Even 


ſhould à Solomon or a Cineinnatus ariſe, 


neither could be eligible to the ſupreme 


office de of the land, even ſhould they Deine: - 


qualities, becaufe the injuſtice of politic al 


arrangements had Cropped them of "_ 


natural priviledges. 


I ay, Sir, I feel myſelf meas feel 
dhe loſs of my rights—1 feel myſelf over- 
loaded with taxes—I perceive an awful 1 in- 


ereaſe of the burthen my mouth is topped 
my ſentiments are reſtrained my ex preſ- 


ſions are forbidden—miy condu&t is model- 


led—1 am Overwhelmed with the lettre. de- 
cachet I dare not make iny complaints. 


What a fituation' for . nature! oe 


reaſon ! oh juſtice ! 

In all inflances of revolution where ihe 
government and the people are at fue, it 
1 


1 


> N 
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6 
** oppoſition of the former to the lat- 
ter that occaſions. commotion and conten- 
don and not that the people are the ag- 
greſſors. Ariſtocracy will uſe. its artifices, 
its ſophiflry, nay, its bribes, to perſuade 


mankind: of its utility, and even of its di- 


. unity. But whoever. will ſay. that ariſto- 


oracy is of advantage to ſociety, aſſerts a 
falſehood! I mean what I ſay, and 1 will 
Prove it. Ariſtocracy is expen/ive in the 
firſt place, which is enough; but ariſtocra- 
cy is arrogant, is venal, and is the very 
eſſence of depravity and diſſipation it TO 
the canker of virtue, the ſerpent of truth, 


the ſcorpion of ſociality, and the demon of 


morality : ftrip it of its trappings, its gild- 
ings, its pageantry, and its prerogatives, 
and it wilt ſoon be found that not a tittle 
it inherits will remain to grace the long 
catalogue that contains the-heterogenious 
_ genealogy, but they would ſoon evaporate, 
and the community: be leſt to do. for them- 

c2 ſelves, 


5 ( 12 ) 


ſelves. Deſtroy the hereditary principle 


take away the executive, from the legiſlative, 
1 elections annual—eradi- 
cate ſinecures and reduce the exorbitancy | 


© of ſalaries—and not a king, duke, | biſhop, 


lord, nor any one of that dignified ſpecies 
of gentry. would remain, Economy is the 
Ae ſociety, and the bane of ariſtocracy. 

When ariſtocracy can no longer prevail, 
by ſubterfuge and ſeduction, its ſuccedaneum 


the dernier reſort, and violence applied to 


ſuppreſs the efforts of riſing humanity, of 
 hberty, and of juſtice! Whereas, if ſociety. - 
were left to themſelves, they would come 
out right in the end; for to ſuppoſe that 
they would combine together to injure 
"themſelves, is a ſoleciſm, and a tacit decla- 
ration, that they have neither reaſon, judg- 
n nor diſcretion f 


Who art thou, oh preſumptuous INT 
Ia dareſt arreſt or oppoſe the voice, the 
a . ; | ſenti⸗ 


* 


*- 


6 ) 
fentiment, and the will of ſociety ? Thy 
arrogance is unbounded, and thy inſolence 


. unpardonable! |. * For a nation to love Li- 


berty, it 2s ſufficient that ſhe knows it; and 
for a nation. to be free, it is ſufficient. that ſhe 
wills it. Oh, heavenly words! there is 
more Gerecht and more truth in them, 
than in all the cant and ſopluſiry of ariſto- 
cracy put together : they ſhould be en- 
graven on the tablet of every heart, and be 
the monitor to every action. The man 
poſſeſſed of ſuch ſentiments as theſe, Tſeels 
in his breaſt that degree of energy that 
animation that glow of honourable pride 
that will ſpurn at aſſumption—will loathe 
the bonds of ſlavery—and triumph in 
pnEEDOM! Freedom 1s his element — 
F reedom is his aichr-and being free 

he will exerciſe it generouſly! - 
For myſelt, I feel diſpoſed for deciſion ! : 
The ſubje& is well underſtood! Reaſon 
5 end Truth have got abroad ! It is the order 
| 5 . of 
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of the day—the. Cchiamorl. brains 


univerſal voice of ank 


are eee of Re 
To ſay to the contrary, is. oppoſi 

rer afar... Thaw 
remains no doubt! the mind is made up, 


and the current of Democracy cannot be 
ſtopped ! Ariſt 


Lriſtocracy may float for a while 

by: means of her: armies, but ſhe * fal 

© SY the day is not far diſtant, 
{Viewing thefubje& then as Edo, SEDANS 


ha you quit a legiſlature in which you 
are neither creditable nor uſeful, but a bar 


10 Liberty. Speak the bold truths of na- 
ture, reaſon, and of juſtice Let the venal 
and the ſycophantie junto triumph in a ſelf- 
exiſtanee · let your country nay, let the 


world know the cauſes that impel you ta 


reſfign—be no longer an indirect machine 


indofpotiſm—exift no more in a ſyſtem chat 
i the ſcourge of humanity. See your 


fellow creatures agitated, doubtful, .appre- 
45 8  henſive, 


( 
henſi ve, and diſtracted, with every confli& | 
ing emotion. Behold the commeree of che 
land- the manufactures., and every other 
branch of trade and of revenue -redueed 
almoſt to their bare names—obſerve the 
many uſeful citizens driven to ſeek aſylums 
and ſubſiſtance abroad ſee the numerous | 
emigrations to a country where the arts 
and ſciences are encouraged and flouriſh— 
where nature is abundant in all her bleſt 
ſings here ſprings a harveſt for the poor 
here the conſcience is free where man 
is equal with man in all his natural and ci- 
vil rights where a conſtitution exiſts the 
envy of the world here laws are founded 
in mercy, and adminiſtered in juſtice—and 
where the moſt permanent circumſtances 
combine to enfure the greateſt temporal 
happineſs. Behold! more awfully, the me- 
lancholy fate of the poor credulous and 
deluded part of ſociety, here doomed to he 
u of a ſanguinary and ab- 
Jurd 


(267) © 
ablurd alliance- or driven about, and ads 
5 the ſport of conquering humanity ! if theſe 
things are not enough to fill you with hor: | 
ror, 'and to drive you from your fituation, 
it will follow that you are an ACcESSARY. 
Take, Sir, the few who compoſe the 
minority, by the hand of fellowſhip; and 
leave an aſſembly that has ſophiſtry for its 
cloak, and venality for its baſis, Degrade 
yourſelf no lon — to the boſom of 
ſociety, and to your conſtituents in parti- 
cular: then let the ar come on !—Let 
the horde of aſſumption, of venality, and of 
. arrogance, be prolific in their meaſures— 
Let them forge the impliments of oppreſ- 
ſion, and deal them abundantly throughout 

the land let them luxuriate on the ſpoils 
ol deſpotiſm—let their -omnipotence ſhed 
abroad its influence—nay, let the toute-en- 
ſemble of their omniſcience burſt upon the 
head of devoted humanity. If ſociety can 


— the thunderbolt, and repel 1 


_ well. 


| ( 17 ) 
well be it ſor them; ; if not, let them be 
| goaded ; let the wrath of tyranny be 
ſkowered upon them: nay, let them be 
annihil. ted—for to be annihilate i is better 
than to groan in miſery, and to be de- 
prived of that GEM, which is the foul of 
human happineſs. „ hs 

Oh! Linznry chou bright and 
0 gentle Goddeſs whom all in public | 


5 1 and in private worſhip—whoſe taſte 1s 


„ grateful, and ever will be fo till nature 


0 


9 
* 


itſelf ſhall change—no tint of words can 
* ſpot. thy ſnowy mantle, | nor chymie 
« power turn thy ſceptre 1 into iron, With 


. . * thee=to ſmile upon him as he cats his 


1 cruſt—the ſwain is happier than his mo- 
narch, from whoſe court thou art ex- 
* iled! Gracious heayen! grant ye; but 
* health, thou great beſtower of it, and 
0 give me but this fair Goddeſs as my 
760 companion, and lover dawn 1 55 mi- 
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'# ttes, if it ſeems good unto thy divine 
© providence, are thoſe heads 4b re 5 
er aching Mes ĩ foro 
Ziuch an event, Mr. Fox, would crown 
ou with immortal glory - fuch an act woulck 
be unprecedented in the annals of the 
world would prove a detertiiinertion in 
| you, neither to be played upon, nor to be 
browbeaten by the fophiſtry and effrontery 
of the minions of ariſtocracy would make 
the temple of juſtice in which you ſtand 
tremble at the attrocities committed there- | 
in, and bring fhame upon the heads of the 
perpetrators—would open the eyes of ad- 


miniſtration, and, perhaps, produce a pto- 35 
priety of condult, from a conſciouſneſs of 


danger Would inſpire the independent N 

and virtuous part of ſociety in your | 

- vour; and lead on to an effectuation of that | | 
ſyſteffr of civil polity, which ſetures to 
| N * equal liberty, and equal 


Te: c rights, 


1 5 
. A contrary conduct will but ob- 
ſcure your character ill leave doubtful 


your principles, and forbid the dependence 
of the community for to oppoſe in the 
preſent inſtance is to SANCT10N ! 
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